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budget 2009: Questions and Answers for EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION services 
the budget 2009 contact centre number is 0800 22 55 80 
general information about Budget 2009 can be found at www.treasury.govt.nz/budget/2009 
new initiatives in budget 2009

20 HOURS ECE

What is the decision?

The Government has announced some changes to the 20 Hours ECE scheme. 

20 Hours ECE will be extended to Playcentre, all kōhanga reo, and five year old children enrolled and attending early childhood education services from July 2010. 

The six hour daily limit for 20 Hours ECE funding will be lifted in 2011.  

What will the funding rates be for Playcentre and kōhanga reo?

New rates will be set next year prior to their introduction.

How can my Playcentre join 20 Hours ECE?

The process for Playcentres to join the 20 Hours ECE scheme will be introduced in 2010.

How can my kōhanga reo join 20 Hours ECE?

Some kōhanga reo are currently eligible to join 20 Hours ECE. 

The process for kōhanga reo that are not currently eligible for the scheme will be introduced in 2010. 

Has anything else changed about 20 Hours ECE?

No. 
FUNDING RATES
What are the new early childhood education funding rates for 2009/10?

The new rates have not yet been finalised. The delay is due to a mistake in the Ministry of Education’s calculations at the last Budget.
When will I find out what the new rates are? 

The Minister of Education intends to announce new rates before 1 July 2009.
What will be included in the new rates for teacher-led services? 
The Minister of Education intends to include a sustainability increase in the rates. This will be a 1.95 percent adjustment to part of all the rates to reflect changes in non-teacher costs. Some funding rates will also increase to reflect funding set aside in previous Budgets for increasing teacher costs.  
What will be included in the new rates for Playcentres and kōhanga reo? 
The Minister of Education intends to include a sustainability increase in the rates for Playcentres and kōhanga reo.
Where can I find more information about the funding rates?

More information about the funding rates can be found on www.ece.govt.nz.   

savings announced in budget 2009
ECE Adult:Child Ratio Changes

What is the decision?

The Government is rescinding the previous Government’s proposed adult:child ratio changes in early childhood education services.  

Do I need to do anything this year?

No, the adult:child ratios in early childhood education services will remain as they are after 1 July 2009. No further action is required.
Early Childhood Advisory Training Education Fund (Te Whāriki Professional Development)

What is the Early Childhood Advisory Training Education Fund (Te Whāriki professional development) and what is its aim?

This professional development programme supports the implementation of Te Whāriki, the early childhood curriculum.  The programme aims to provide the foundation knowledge necessary for staff in the early childhood education sector to strengthen and transform teaching practice.

What is the decision?
The Te Whāriki professional development programme will finish, as scheduled, at the end of December 2009.  
This professional development is offered by Educational Leadership Project (ELP), Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association, Auckland University, Waikato University, Massey University, Victoria University, Canterbury University, Otago University, Ngahihi; Hana Clannad; New Zealand Playcentre Federation; Te Kōhanga Reo National Trust.

What happens next?

Ministry of Education funded Te Whāriki professional development will continue to be provided to early childhood education services, as agreed, until the work ends at the end of December 2009.

Will there be professional development for early childhood education services in the future?

Any future Ministry of Education funded professional development will be focussed on the Government’s priorities for early childhood education.

ECE ICT Professional Learning Pilot

What is ECE ICT Framework (ECE ICT Professional Learning) and what is its aim?

The ECE ICT Professional Learning pilot is designed to explore the benefits to early childhood education services of using ICT in early childhood settings.  The pilot programme is offered by CORE Education.
What is the decision?

The ECE ICT Professional Learning programme pilot will finish as scheduled at the end of 2009.
Implementation of Kei Tua o te Pae Early Childhood Exemplars (Professional Development)

What is the Implementation of Kei Tua o te Pae Early Childhood Exemplars (Professional Development) and what is its aim?

The aim of this professional development programme is to support early childhood education sector personnel to develop effective assessment practices in accordance with Te Whāriki and Kei Tua o te Pae / Assessment for Learning: Early Childhood Exemplars.
What is the decision? 

Professional development supporting the implementation of Kei Tua o te Pae assessment exemplars will finish, as scheduled, at the end of the December 2009.  

Who is involved?

Kei Tua o Te Pae professional development, funded by the Ministry of Education, is offered by Educational Leadership Project (ELP), Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ Childcare Association and the combined Universities (Auckland, Waikato, Massey, Victoria, Canterbury, and Otago Universities).

What happens next?

Ministry of Education funded Kei Tua o Te Pae professional development will continue to be provided to early childhood education services, as agreed, until the work ends at the end of December 2009.

Will there be professional development for early childhood education services in the future?

Any future Ministry of Education funded professional development will be focussed on Government’s priorities for early childhood education.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION Centres of Innovation Programme

What is the early childhood education Centres of Innovation programme and what is its aim?

The intention of the Centres of Innovation (COI) programme was to promote a deeper exploration of innovative teaching and learning processes in early childhood education and support the effective implementation of Te Whāriki, the early childhood curriculum. Services designated as COI were provided with support and funding for three years. 
What is the decision? 

The early childhood education Centres of Innovation programme involving four early childhood education services and research associates will end on 30 June 2009.  

In 2008 only one service was successfully selected to start as a Centre of Innovation for a period of three years.  The programme has made a valuable contribution to early childhood education but Government now wishes to consider new ways to support high quality in all early childhood education services.

Who is involved?

The current Centres of Innovation are Otaki Kindergarten, Otaki; Mana Tamariki Kōhanga Reo, Palmerston North; Childspace, Wellington; First Years Preschool, Dannevirke.
What happens next?

The Government is committed to supporting the provision of quality early childhood education and believes that knowledge developed through the Centres of Innovation programme can be integrated into other programmes which support quality teaching in the early childhood education sector.
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